
MEDIA RELEASE
Over 1,000 Australians Sign Petition Opposing Flood Levy

Over 1,000 Australians have signed an online petition imploring the Federal Government to not impose 
an unfair and destructive new tax on the vulnerable Australian economy. The website, 
www.stopthelevy.com, is a project of Menzies House, an independent, grassroots online community for 
center-right activists, writers, and thinkers. Menzies House is unaffiliated with any political party. 

Economists, community groups, and retail organisations from all sides of the political spectrum have 
condemned this tax proposal, and polling shows it is opposed by the great majority of Australians. This 
proposal comes on top of other steep tax hikes on tobacco, alcohol, “luxury” goods, at a time where 
electricity prices in some Australian cities have risen by as much as 20%, and the price of food items 
such as fruit has skyrocketed by 15% in the December Quarter. 

“If enacted, this tax will hurt businesses, hurt families, and seriously harm Queensland’s recovery,” 
said Menzies House Editor Tim Andrews. “With increasing prices, and less money to spend, this will put  
even more pressure on already struggling families’ budgets. As consumption will fall, businesses will  
be forced to cut back on employment, damaging our already vulnerable economy.”

The creators Stop The Levy also expressed their concern about the impact this will have on crowding out 
charitable donations. Australians have already donated over $100 million to fund the reconstruction, 
and many feel betrayed at being forced to pay twice. 

 “Our house was flooded, and the response from the community was fantastic. Local church groups  
and a basketball team showed up to help clean up, bringing food & baskets of necessities. Friends and  
strangers alike have been lending a hand to all around them” said Menzies House Editor John  
Humphreys, a Queensland based economist. “Having the government come in now and use this  
disaster as an excuse to bludgeon more money out of hard workers is a betrayal of our great  
community spirit. This is a slap in the face to all of those volunteers and civil society groups."
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